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GENERAL INFORMATION REGARDING WIMBERLEY PRODUCTS

Because we get an overwhelming number of questions regarding Wimberley equipment, specifically its compatibility
and comparison with other manufacturers’ equipment, we have composed this general information document to
better direct you in your purchases.  This document provides information on recommended ball heads and tripods as
well as product comparisons (i.e. Wimberley Head, Sidekick, Side-mount Wimberley, the King Cobra & Black
Widow).  If you still have questions after reading this material, please contact us at tripod@ntelos.net or toll-free at 1-
888-665-2746; A member of our sales staff will be happy to assist you.

Product Comparisons
King Cobra / Black Widow / Wimberley Head / Sidekick / Side-mount Wimberley

The Kirk King Cobra head, the Jobu Black Widow and the Side-mount Wimberley are basically a cross between
the Wimberley Head and the Sidekick.  Each holds the lens by the side (like the Sidekick), but each has its own
pan base (like the Wimberley Head) and therefore doesn't need to be attached to a ball head.  All five heads are
gimbal devices that allow you to perfectly balance your lens so that it behaves as if it were weightless.  All five
allow you to point the lens and then release it without having the lens move.  The specific descriptions with
comparative information follow.

What is a “gimbal”?
Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary defines it as:  “a device that permits a body to incline freely in any direction or
suspends it so that it will remain level when its support is tipped.”  With a gimbal mount, the entire weight is hung
instead of balanced, which makes it incredibly stable.  As a result, a heavy camera/lens combination can be tilted
and panned with the touch of a finger.  The horizontal and vertical axes are separate and can be locked
independently.

 I. The King Cobra
Retail Price:  US$439.95
Weight:  $3.1 lbs.

It could be argued that the King Cobra is less bulky than the Wimberley Head, but if you remove the platform of
the Wimberley (it easily slips off) the Wimberley can slide into a narrower pocket than the King Cobra.  The
heads are roughly the same size and neither is particularly easy to pack.  A major disadvantage of the King
Cobra head is that the offset of the tilt mechanism is designed specifically for the largest lenses (600mm f/4,
400mm f/2.8).  If you put a smaller lens on the head (say a 300mm f/2.8 or a 400 f/5.6) the foot of the lens is not
long enough to position the lens above the pan mechanism on the head.  This cocks the pan mechanism,
causing it to pan less smoothly and causing excess stress on the pan mechanism.  The Sidekick, which also has
a side-mount, has an offset which will accommodate lenses which range in size from a 500mm f/4 to an 80-
200mm f/2.8 zoom.  We sell adapters that allow even the largest lenses to be used on the Sidekick without
causing any cocking of the pan mechanism.

 II. The Wimberley Head
Retail Price:  US$565 with the Wimberley C-30 quick-release clamp; US$465 without clamp
Weight:  4.2 lbs. with quick-release; 3.6 lbs. without quick-release

The Wimberley Head, the Side-mount Wimberley and the Sidekick (mated with a good ball head) are noticeably
smoother than the King Cobra.

The Wimberley Head is a gimbal head that allows you to mount your lens with its foot below the lens barrel (as
you would conventionally mount it).  This ensures that the center of gravity of the lens is always centered above
the pan mechanism and this, some would argue, makes it easier to attach the lens to the head.  When you are
attaching your lens by a side mount (as with the King Cobra, the Side-mount Wimberley and the Sidekick) you
must support the weight of the lens with one hand while you attach the lens or rebalance the lens.  This can be a
bit difficult and anxiety provoking if you have a very heavy lens.  Because the Wimberley Head supports the lens
from below, it is necessary to adjust the lens up or down to align the lens center of gravity with the tilt axis of the
lens.  The disadvantage of this is that you may have to adjust the height of the platform when you switch lenses
(this is not difficult).  The advantage of this is that it allows you to compensate for the extra weight of a flash
positioned above the lens.  The side-mount design of the King Cobra, the Side-mount Wimberley and the
Sidekick eliminates the need for vertical adjustment, but guarantees that the lens will be a bit top heavy when
using flash.
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• Advantages of the Wimberley Head:
The Wimberley Head is more straight-forward to setup and use.  Because it does not involve the use of a ball
head, there are fewer knobs to be concerned about.  When using the Sidekick on a ball head, you must be
sure not to accidentally loosen the ball or loosen the quick release holding the Sidekick to the ball head.  This
is usually not a problem once you're familiar with the Sidekick, but if you are accident-prone this could be a
significant consideration.

The Sidekick grabs the lens by the side, and some people prefer to load their lens with the foot below the
lens (as with the Wimberley Head) instead of to the side.  The fact that the Sidekick uses a side-mount
attachment prevents you from using Really Right Stuff or Kirk 180 degree flash brackets for your big lenses
because the flash unit will end up on the side of the lens instead of above it.  Fortunately for this situation, we
make the Wimberley modular flash bracket system that includes a specific flash combination for the Sidekick.
If you use a flash on the Sidekick, your rig will always be a little top heavy because there is no built in means
of adjusting the vertical location of the lens.  The Wimberley Head does incorporate a vertical adjustment
capability, and though this issue is not crucial, it is nice to be able to completely balance your lens when
using flash.  If you plan to dedicate a tripod head for your big lenses, the Wimberley head is the best way to
go.

 III. The Sidekick
Retail Price:  US$250
Weight:  1.3 lbs.
The Sidekick is not a full-fledged tripod head.  The combination of the Sidekick and a ball head functions as a
gimbal-type tripod head.

In order to use the Sidekick the following conditions must be met:
1. The ball head must have an Arca-Swiss style quick-release clamp.  Some examples of ball heads

with this style quick release are:  Arca-Swiss, Kirk, Foba, Gitzo 1277M and 1377M ball heads fitted
with Wimberley C-10 quick release clamp.

2. The ball head must have a panning base that allows you to pan while the ball is locked in place.
3. The lens you plan to use must have a rotation collar, and it must have an Arca-Swiss style quick

release plate attached to its mounting foot.
4. The lens must be dimensionally compatible with the Sidekick.

If you already have a ball head with an Arca-Swiss style quick-release, the Sidekick is your least expensive,
lightest weight, and most easily packed option.  The Sidekick can be removed for easier packing, or so that you
can use your ball head with smaller lenses.  If you are using the Wimberley Head or the King Cobra you can't
attach the camera body to the head, so you must switch tripod heads anytime you want to use lenses without a
rotation collar.  The Sidekick is ideal for people who often switch from telephoto lenses to lenses with short focal
lengths.  The Sidekick is less expensive than the Wimberley Head if you already have a compatible ball head (if
not, the ball heads mentioned earlier cost anywhere from $214 to $425).

Lenses that work “as is” with a quick release plate:
- Most telephoto lenses smaller than a 300 f/2.8 that have a rotation collar.  Please note:  smaller lenses
may not balance if used with heavy camera bodies (typically digital).
 - All 300 f/2.8 lenses
 - Canon 500 f/4 IS
 - Canon 500 f/4.5
 - Minolta 600 f/4
 - Nikon 400 f/3.5 MF
 - Nikon 500 f/4 MF
 - Nikon 600 f/5.6 MF

Lenses that work with modification or lens replacement feet (contact us for details):
Canon 400 f/2.8 and  Canon 600 f/4, image stabilized (require replacement foot AP-602)
Nikon 200-400 f/4 AF-S VR (requires replacement foot AP-553)
Nikon 400 f/2.8 AF-S versions I & II (require replacement foot AP-452)
Nikon 500 f/4 AF-S versions I & II (require replacement foot AP-553 or  shifter AP-900))
Nikon 600 f/4 AF-S version I (requires replacement foot AP-652 and shifter AP-900)
Nikon 600 f/4 AF-S version II (requires replacement foot AP-452)
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• Sidekick vs. Wimberley Head:
Both the Sidekick and the Wimberley Head offer the same perfectly balanced ease of use.  The tilt mechanism is
identical in the two.  The Wimberley Head has a very low friction pan base.  The Sidekick uses the pan base of a
ball head; so if the ball head pans very smoothly, the Sidekick/ball head combination should work just as well as
the Wimberley Head.  If your ball head does not have a very smooth pan base or if it is smooth but has a lot of
drag, you may prefer the feel of the full Wimberley.

• Advantages of the Sidekick:
The Sidekick is less expensive than the Wimberley Head if you already have a compatible ball head (if not, the
ball heads mentioned earlier cost $214 to $520).  The Sidekick is also much lighter than the Wimberley Head and
is also much easier to pack.  The Sidekick can be removed at any time so that you can use your ball head with
smaller lenses.  If you are using the Wimberley Head you can't attach the camera body to the head, so you must
switch tripod heads whenever you want to use lenses without a rotation collar.  The Sidekick is ideal for people
who switch from telephoto to short focal lengths often, and it is much more suitable for air travel with the stringent
weight limitations that exist.  There is no loss of stiffness or stability with the Sidekick as compared to the
Wimberley Head.  The Sidekick is actually stiffer than the Wimberley Head, although this makes no practical
difference since both heads are generally much stiffer than the tripods that support them.

 IV. The Side-mount Wimberley
Retail:  US$395
Weight:  2.5 lbs.
For those interested in the cost and weight advantages of the Sidekick, and who are willing to mount their lens
sideways, we can simply fit a Wimberley Head with the Sidekick's tilt mechanism.  This turns the Wimberley head
into a side-mount gimbal head like the Sidekick.  One of the advantages of the Sidekick is that you can easily
remove the Sidekick and use the ball head.  You lose this advantage with the Side-mount Wimberley of course.

The Side-mount is lighter and less expensive than the Wimberley, but it has the same disadvantages as the
Sidekick with regard to flash brackets and some people’s discomfort with attaching their lens sideways.  You may
also have to use our special adapters to use the largest lenses with the Side-mount Wimberley.  If you purchase
a Side-mount Wimberley and then decide you'd rather have the standard Wimberley, it is easy to convert it back
for the difference in price.  You may also purchase both the Side-mount and standard tilt mechanism.  This would
allow you to mount your lens the standard way for most occasions, then switch to the Side-mount when you have
to travel light.

Note: The Side-mount Wimberley has a built-in Arca-Swiss style quick-release, so if you do not already use the
Arca-Swiss style quick release system you will have to buy a plate for every lens you intend to use on the head.
Plates cost $52 to $58 each.  Your Wimberley Head can be converted to a Side-mount if you wish.  We can do
the work or supply the parts to you and let you do it.

V Jobu Black Widow: Side-mount and Full Gimbal Style
Canadian Retail:  $509 (US price equivalent varies based on daily exchange rate)
Weight:  3.5 lbs.
We have a Black Widow Head that one of our customers traded in for a Wimberley.  The version that we have is
the side mount version, so we can’t fully comment on the new Jobu head that mimics the full Wimberley with
swinging arm and platform.  The Jobu head that we have seems to be nicely crafted, and both the pan and tilt
mechanisms lock down well.  As with any side mount head, it is lighter than the full Wimberley Head because it
lacks the swinging arm and platform of a full gimbal head.

Jobu’s new full gimbal head (with arm and platform) is about ½ pound lighter than the full Wimberley Head.
Unfortunately, this weight savings probably comes at the expense of stiffness.  The swinging arm and platform of
their new head are less robust and have a less than ideal geometry (from a stiffness point of view) than those of
the Wimberley Head.  However, we would have to try the head out for ourselves to fully evaluate the stiffness of
their new head.

The side mount Jobu head that we have performs comparably to the Wimberley Head at first glance, but we
found it to be less fluid and to exhibit more stick-slip (jerky movements) when making small adjustments.  This is
particularly evident when using heavy lenses with large focal lengths.  This may be true of the full-gimbal version
as well.  We welcome any comments and feedback from photographers who have used both of these heads in
the field.
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Can I use smaller non-collared lenses on the full Wimberley Head?
Yes, you can use smaller non-collared lenses on your camera with the full Wimberley Head.  However, to do this,
you need to have some type of camera body plate, either our P-5 plate or an L-bracket plate by Kirk or Really
Right Stuff.  You will also need our M-8 perpendicular plate to orient the camera to shoot off the front of the head
and not the side.  If you want to shoot in the portrait orientation, you will need to have an L-bracket to achieve
this.  Our P-5 will only allow you to shoot in the landscape orientation on the Wimberley Head.  

Recommended Ball Heads
Three things are necessary for a ball head to work with the Sidekick:
• You must have a ball head with an Arca-Swiss style quick-release clamp.  Some examples of ball heads with this

style quick-release are Arca-Swiss, Kirk, Foba, and older Studioballs.
• Your ball head must have a panning base which allows you to loosen a knob and spin the head 360 degrees with

the ball locked.
• Your lens must have a rotation collar and it must have an Arca-Swiss style lens plate attached to its mounting

foot.

 I. Arca Swiss B-1 (We carry this item)
Retail Price:  US$425 with Wimberley C-10 quick-release clamp
Weight:  1.7 lbs with clamp

This ball head is considered by many to be the best ball head on the market.  It is relatively light-weight (1.7 lbs)
and it will hold a tremendous amount of weight for its size.  You can use this head for lenses as large as 600mm
f/4 (some people do not recommend using a lens as large as a 600mm f/4 on the B-1, but it will hold the weight).
The smooth action of the ball is also quite remarkable.  It exhibits almost no “stick-slip” or jerky action when
tension is applied to the ball.  This makes for easy framing adjustments.  The action of the panning base is also
quite smooth.  The distance between the center of the ball and the plate-support surface of the clamp is 1.72”.

Problems with the Arca-Swiss B-1:
Before you buy one of these ball heads, you should be aware of certain problems that have arisen over the years
with this ball head.  There were two specific problems that have since been rectified.  Firstly, heads produced
during a particular time period did not operate as smoothly as others.  The second problem was that, during a
certain period of production, the quick-release clamp would not go down a full 90° from horizontal when dropped
into the notch.  These are not current problems and we do not expect them to recur.

Lockup problem:
To avoid a lockup problem, thoroughly read and abide by the instructions that come with your Arca-Swiss ball
head.   We believe the lockup problem discussed below is not as serious as it once was, although it can still
occur with currently produced Arca-Swiss ball heads.

• If the ball is frozen and will not move:
If this happens, Bryan Geyer of Really Right Stuff suggests:  “The fix is quite easy, and can be
administered safely with no risk of any damage to the B-1 ball head.  Here’s what you do: check the
small thumbscrew located on the main knob to confirm that it is indeed jammed and not free to rotate
counterclockwise.  Then, get a firm grasp on the main locking control knob (you may want to use a piece
of cloth to help get a good grip) and force-rotate that main knob clockwise (clockwise only—as if trying to
lock the ball).  You will need to rotate this knob clockwise by about 1/8 inch of movement in order to free
the internal lockup.  When this is done, normal operation is restored.  Full hand force is quite sufficient to
accomplish this fix; no tools are required unless grip is physically impaired.”

• If the knob is frozen, but the ball is free to move:
This happened to customer Trent Robeson.  He was able to fix the problem by heating the ball head up
with a hair dryer for about 5 minutes.  He then forced the locking knob clockwise.  This broke it loose.

• How to prevent your ball from locking up:
Arca-Swiss suggests that you leave your ball head loose while transporting it in a car or airplane.  In
general it is best to leave the head loose when not in use.  Also, it is best not to over tighten the head;
use only as much force as needed.



Wimberley, Inc. updated 041021 1

 II. Cambo CBH-5 Ball Head (We DO NOT carry this item)
Retail Price:  US$309 without a quick release
Weight:  1.9 lbs. with Wimberley C-10 quick-release clamp

This is a very capable ball head.  The movement of the ball is about as smooth as that of the Arca-Swiss ball
head.  If you push on the quick release platform, it moves in the direction you want it to.  (This is only true when
you increased tension on the ball with the friction ring.)  If you simply use the tightening knob, the platform will
follow its own course when pushed.  The ball does not lock down as tightly as an Arca-Swiss ball head.

The friction ring is a unique characteristic of this ball head and is extremely easy to operate.  It is a definite
advantage when compared to other ball heads that have more confusing friction adjustment methods.

The pan base is smooth and has little play.  It is a little stiff.

The fit and finish is very good.

This is an excellent ball head for the price.  The Wimberley C-10 quick release can be attached to the 3/8” stud
that protrudes from the ball.

• Attaching a C-10 to the Cambo CBH-5 Ball Head
The existing quick release clamp is attached with adhesive only.  In order to remove this, you will need
something like needle-nose vise grip pliers to hold the neck of the ball.  You will scar the neck of the ball
head in this process.

• Do not attempt to remove the stud from the ball; it will not come out.  (It may be a screw with a head
inside the ball rather than a stud.)  The stud will have to be shortened a bit.  Clean the threads and then
install a 3/8 inch nut and washers to bring it to the appropriate height.  Then grind the end of the stud to
length.

 III. Gitzo 1277M Ball Head (We carry this item)
Retail Price:  US$214 with the Wimberley C-10 quick-release clamp
Weight:  1.3 lbs.

The Gitzo 1277M is a small, economically priced ball head that provides very even and smooth variable tension
and holds a lot of weight for its size.  Without using the slot, the 1277M will not allow you to tilt the camera as
much as other ball heads.

Distance between the center of the ball and the plate-support surface of the clamp is 1.74”.

• Weight Capacity (Ball Head Alone):
The 1277M will hold lenses smaller (lighter) than a 300mm f/2.8 adequately in all situations.

It will hold 300mm f/2.8 lenses fine under most circumstances, but if you throw the entire rig over your
shoulder and walk around, you will have to tighten the ball forcefully to keep it from slipping.

The 1277M is generally too small to adequately hold the weight of a 500mm f/4 lens.  For static
situations (where you are not moving the tripod around a lot) the 1277M will hold the weight of a 500mm
F/4 lens, but dynamic loads caused by quick movements of the tripod (e.g. quickly moving the tripod to
get a different view of a subject) will probably cause the ball to slip.

Lenses heavier than a 500mm f/4 are too large for the 1277M.

• Using the Sidekick with the 1277M:
The Sidekick works beautifully with the 1277M head, but the same weight concerns above apply when
using the Sidekick.  Larger lenses (300 f/2.8 and larger) will feel weightless and fluid on the
1277M/Sidekick combo, but you must be sure to tighten the ball and socket joint very securely to make
sure that the Sidekick does not creep and become misaligned when you move the tripod.
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 IV. Gitzo 1377M (We carry this item)
Retail Price:  $250 with the Wimberley C-10 quick-release clamp
Weight:  2.0 lbs.

The 1377M is larger and heavier than the 1277M (2.0 lbs as opposed to 1.3 lbs).  It will hold a bit more weight
than the 1277M, and it allows a bit more range of motion when not using the slot.  The 1377M has a locking knob
for the ball and socket joint and a separate tensioning knob.  The tensioning knob is slightly smaller and marked
“Friction”.  If you wish to put a small amount of tension on the ball and socket joint, the tensioning knob will
provide slightly smoother friction than the locking knob.

Distance between the center of the ball and the plate-support surface of the clamp is 2.04”.

• Weight Capacity (Ball Head Alone):
The 1377M will hold lenses the size of a 300mm f/2.8 and lighter adequately in all situations.

It will hold 500mm f/4.0 lenses fine under most circumstances, but if you throw the entire rig over your
shoulder and walk around, you have to tighten the ball forcefully to keep it from slipping, and even then it
may slip a bit.  If you are moving the tripod around a lot (e.g. quickly moving the tripod to get a different
view of a subject) you must firmly tighten the ball before moving, or it may creep.

Lenses heavier than a 500mm f/4 can be held by the 1377M for static situations, but if you are moving
the tripod around or walking around with your rig over your shoulder, there is a high probability that the
ball will slip.

• Using the Sidekick with the 1377M:
The Sidekick works beautifully with the 1377M head, but the same weight concerns above apply when
using the Sidekick.  Larger lenses (300mm f/2.8 and larger) will feel weightless and fluid on the
1377M/Sidekick combo, but you must be sure to tighten the ball and socket joint very securely to make
sure that the Sidekick does not creep and become misaligned when you move the tripod.  If you are
using the Sidekick with the ball head, tighten the ball-locking knob as tight as you can and leave the
friction knob totally loose.  This gives smooth panning with little play in the mechanism.

If you desire smooth tension control, use the friction control knob, not the tightening knob.

 V. Linhof Profi II and Profi III Ball Heads (We DO NOT carry these items)
Retail Price:  $370 (II) and $520 (III) with quick-release
Weight:  1.6 lbs (II) and 2.8 lbs (III)

Both Linhof ball heads appear to be very well made, as their price would suggest.  They both have very smooth
action in both the ball-and-socket joint and the pan base.

However, both ball heads do exhibit slightly more stick-slip than the Arca-Swiss B-1 ball heads that we’ve seen.
(Stick-slip is the slight initial jerk in movement when adjusting the position of the ball-and-socket joint from a
static position with tension on the ball.)

The pan bases of these ball heads are extremely smooth.  The motion is damped by grease which adds to the
smooth feel, but could get very stiff in cold weather.

The knobs used to tighten the pan bases are not captive.If you plan to add an Arca-Swiss style quick-release to
either of these ball heads, the total cost will be about $370 for the Profi II and about $520 for the Profi III.

• Ability to hold weight:
The Profi II will hold lenses as large as a 300mm f/2.8.  It will hold the weight of a 500mm f/4 lens for
static situations, but the lens would probably move or creep if you move the tripod around.

The Profi III will hold the weight of very large lenses including 600mm f/4, 400mm f/2.8, and 800mm f/5.6
lenses.
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How they stack up against the competition:

Profi II:
The main competition for the Profi II is the Gitzo 1277M and the Kirk BH-3.  These ball heads are similar in size
and hold a comparable amount of weight.

Ball Head Weight Price (with
Q.R.)

Comments

Linhof Profi II 1.19 lbs $370 Available through Calumet

Gitzo 1277M 1.3 lbs $214 Nice ball head, similar performance to
Profi II, costs less and weighs less.
Ball is as smooth as or better than
Profi II, pan base not as smooth.

Kirk BH-3 1.25 lbs $240 Nice ball head, similar performance to
Profi II, costs less and weighs less.
Ball movement and pan base not quite
as smooth as Profi II, but very good.

Profi III:
The main competition for the Profi III is the Arca-Swiss B-1 and the Kirk BH-1.
These ball heads are similar in size and hold a comparable amount of weight.

Ball Head Weight Price (with
Q.R.)

Comments

Linhof Profi III 2.8 lbs $520

Arca-Swiss B-1 1.6 lbs $400 Very nice ball head, similar performance
to Profi II, costs less and weighs less.
Better stick-slip performance than the
Profi III and better tension control.  Will
hold more weight than the Profi III.  Low
availability and problems with the ball
locking up (this problem has supposedly
been fixed) have lead some people to
move to the Profi III.

Kirk BH-1 2.0 lbs $340 Nice ball head, similar performance to
Profi II, costs less and weighs less. Ball
movement and pan base not as smooth
as the Profi III.  Weight-holding capacity is
not as good as the Profi III or the Arca-
Swiss.

General Comments

Profi II:
This is a very nice head, but it is expensive.  The Gitzo 1277M head will give you similar performance for less
money and less weight, though it is not quite as refined.

The Profi II uses a three-quarter inch set screw when attaching the C –10.

Profi III:
People who own Profi III ball heads are generally very happy with them.  If you can afford it, it should be a solid
choice.  In some ways the Arca-Swiss B-1 is a better performing ball head (less expensive, less stick-slip, and
lighter), but it is sometimes hard to find, and the B-1 has been known to have some minor problems that have
driven some people to use other heads.  The B-1 is a more widely used head, and the vast majority of its users
are very happy with it.  Arthur Morris now uses the Linhof Profi III.  He said that these ball heads are very
smooth, the tension setting is very convenient, and they are trouble-free unlike the Arca-Swiss ball heads.
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 VI. MagicBall Head by Novoflex: (We DO NOT carry this item)

Introduction
The MagicBall is a very cleverly designed head that is ergonomically superior to other ball heads.  However, it
does not lock down as well as other ball heads and presents some problems with regard to flipping your camera
body to vertical format.  If you can tolerate these problems, it might be the head for you.

Body
The MagicBall is unique among ball heads because it is upside-down.  That is, the ball is fixed to the top of the
tripod and the socket is attached to the camera body.  The advantage of this design is that the part of the head
that contains the locking knob is directly attached to the camera.  Thus, the locking knob stays fixed relative to
the camera.  This means that you don’t have to fumble around searching for the knob, and you can use the knob
(which is rather long and handle-like) as a handle to help stabilize and position the camera or camera/lens.
When using larger lenses, the ability to use the locking knob as a handle allows you to control the lens with two
hands while you are locking and unlocking the knob.

The action of the ball and socket joint on the MagicBall is very smooth and there is very little stick-slip. (“Stick-
slip” is the undesirable initial rapid movement before the joint begins to move smoothly.)

The MagicBall is very well made and finished.  The locking knob is not captive, but it must be rotated many times
before it will fall off.  The MagicBall does not come with a panning base, but you can add a Novoflex panning
base to the bottom of the head.  The Novoflex pan base works well, although is not very robust.

The MagicBall does not come with a built in quick release clamp.  If you are using the Arca-Swiss style quick-
release system, we suggest attaching a Wimberley C-10 clamp to the top of the head.  The C-10 clamp has a set
screw that prevents the clamp from twisting relative to the MagicBall.  If you intend to use this head with the
Wimberley Sidekick, you must add the C-10 clamp and a Novoflex panning base.  Unfortunately there's a fairly
high probability that you will damage the Novoflex panning base if you handle this combination roughly.

The MagicBall has several drawbacks that limit its use among photographers.  The MagicBall locks down by
exerting pressure on opposite sides of the ball.  This creates greater resistance to side-to-side motion (e.g. the
motion used to level the horizon or pan) than to forward-backward tilting.  This inconsistency in friction makes it
difficult to smoothly move the ball along certain paths.  The ball will tend to follow the path of least resistance.
Also, the MagicBall simply does not clamp down as well as other ball heads of similar size.  This defect is
particularly evident for the forward-backward tilting motion.

The MagicBall comes in three sizes.  The smallest size will only hold the weight of very light cameras.  I tried to
use this ball head with a 90mm macro lens on a small SLR and found that it was not up to the task.  The medium
and large sizes of the MagicBall are much more adequate and would be fine for lenses up to the size of a
300mm f/2.8.  For 500mm f/4 lenses, I would use the largest size, and it still might have difficulty holding the
weight of the lens at steep angles.  I would not use 400mm f/2.8 or 600mm f/4 lenses on any of these heads.

Another problem with the MagicBall is that it is difficult to switch the camera from vertical to horizontal format.
Traditional ball heads with a panning base allow you to rotate the notch (the cutout that you drop the stem of the
ball head into when shooting in the vertical format).  This allows you to tilt the camera 90 degrees from vertical in
any direction, even if a bit clumsily.  The MagicBall effectively has two very large notches located in front and
back that allow you to tilt the camera more than 90 degrees forward or backward; but these notches are fixed
with respect to the camera, so you are limited to 45 degrees of side-to-side tilting.  This makes it impossible to tilt
your camera to the vertical format.  Adding a Novoflex low-profile pan base between the camera and the head
(not a conventional configuration), allows you to adjust the position of the two “notches” with respect to the
camera and thus attain the vertical format.  Unfortunately, this is not a very elegant solution.  This technique
positions the locking knob so that it is pointing toward your neck and thus reduces the ergonomic superiority of
the head.  A better solution is to use an L-bracket (such as those made by Really Right Stuff or Kirk Enterprises)
on your camera body.  These cost about $170 and allow you to fasten your camera to the top of the head in
either the vertical or horizontal format.

Summary
The fact that the knob, which is fixed relative to the camera, can be used to position the camera and lens is a
very desirable feature.  This feature makes the MagicBall a favorite ball head from an ergonomic point of view.
However, it does not lock down as well as other ball heads.  Used with an L bracket to support lenses no larger
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than a 300mm f/2.8, the MagicBall is a first choice.  If you plan to use your ball head with the Sidekick, the
MagicBall is unfortunately a less desirable option, because to a large extent the Novoflex pan base is not
sufficiently robust.

 VII. The Kirk BH-1 Ball Head (We DO NOT carry this item)
Retail Price:  $340
Weight:  2.0 lbs.

The Kirk BH-1 is a slightly less expensive, slightly heavier (2.0 lbs), slightly less capable of holding weight, and
slightly less smooth version of the Arca B-1.  It is still a very nice ball head and well worth the money.  Kirk claims
that their BH-1 head does not have any of the problems found with the Arca B-1.  It seems to be a good solid ball
head.  Whereas we believe that the Arca-Swiss B-1 can adequately support a 600mm f/4, perhaps the
largest lens you should use on a BH-1 would be a 500mm f/4.  The Kirk BH-1 comes with a Kirk Arca-Swiss
style QR Clamp.  This quick-release clamp does not have many of the features of the Wimberley C-10 clamp
however.

The Kirk BH-1 that we have locks down admirably.  We have had reports from customers, however, that some of
these heads do not lockdown adequately.  In addition, it is apparently not uncommon for the Loctite that holds
the quick-release clamp to the stem of the ball to fail.  We were able to loosen the quick-release clamp on our
BH-1 by tightening the ball and turning the quick release clamp with a fair amount of force, but no mechanical
assistance was necessary.

 VIII. Acratech (We DO NOT carry this item)
Retail Price:  $280
Weight: 1.0 lbs.

This is a very popular, small and light-weight head.  The panning base on this head does not lock as well as that
on many other heads.  The panning base features two anodized aluminum surfaces rubbing against one another.
There is very little friction, but there is the possibility of these surfaces becoming damaged if grit gets in between
them.

The distance between the center of the ball and the plate support surface of the clamp is 1.85 inches.

We generally do not recommend the combination of the sidekick and the Acratech for lenses larger than a 300
f/2.8.  Nevertheless, some of our customers report complete satisfaction using the Acratech with the Sidekick to
support a 500 f/4 lens.

 IX. Foba Superball (We DO NOT carry this item)
Retail Price:  $379
Weight:  2.6 lbs.

The Foba Superball will hold the weight of very large lenses.  It uses a lever rather than a knob to lock the ball.
The lever is quick to operate, but bulky and difficult to adjust.  The panning base of this head is not lubricated and
has a dry feel.  The smoothness of the ball is average.

 X. Graf Studio Ball (We DO NOT carry this item)
Retail Price:  $310
Weight:  3.7 lbs.

This large ball head weighs 3.7 pounds.  It will hold the weight of the largest lens and is very smooth.  The
panning base uses ball bearings and is very low-friction.  If you are not concerned with the weight, this head is a
good option.  The knobs on this head are plastic and they are not captive.  Broken or missing knobs are not
uncommon on these heads.  The head comes with a quick-release clamp that is compatible with the Arca-Swiss
system.
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Recommended Tripods
When matching a tripod to the equipment and the photographer, it is important to consider the following:
• The combined weight of the lens, camera body and accessories
• The maximum weight load for each tripod is the weight point at and under which the manufacturer rates the

equipment performance best under ideal conditions.  Remember, wildlife and nature photographers never
shoot under “ideal” conditions.

• How tall are you?  How short are you?
• Is weight an issue?

Here is a table listing the Gitzo tripods we recommend and carry, along with pertinent specifications and retail pricing.

Gitzo
Model

Max.
Height

(inches)

Min.
Height

(inches)

Closed
Height

(inches)

Weight
(lbs.)

Max. Load
(lbs.)

Construction Our Retail Price

1548 59.1 5.9 23.2 6.7 33.1 Carbon Fiber $704
1410 64.6 7.5 29.9 8.4 26.5 Aluminum $349
1348 65.7 4.3 24.0 4.8 26.5 Carbon Fiber $621
1340 60.0 4.3 28.3 6.4 22.0 Aluminum $320
1325 58.3 4.3 26.4 4.5 26.5 Carbon Fiber $507

*NOTE:  Our pricing on tripods is the same as B&H Photo.
** The 1325 and 1348 are the 2 most popular carbon fiber tripods.  If you are 5’ 10” or taller, we recommend the 1348.

Other points to consider:

• Is price a big factor for you, or is the weight of the tripod more important?  Some prefer a lighter weight
tripod, even at a higher cost (this is where used equipment might be a better choice).

• The design of the tripod leg extension locking mechanism is important to some people.  The Gitzos have
locking rings and “wingnut” locks which some customers find difficult to use, and dirt and grit can impair their
function.  Other makers have incorporated the quick-locking clip design (Cullman & Bogan/Manfrotto).  You
may want to do some further research to find a seller that has a good return policy just in case you and the
tripod don’t work well together.

• Another consideration is vibration.  We have found, through talking with many professional photographers,
that there is a trade off for the weight reducing properties of carbon fiber tripods – increased vibration.
Carbon fiber is more rigid than aluminum and therefore has less flex, but also less ability to absorb vibration.
We were told by a few photographers that their shots looked soft after they upgraded from an aluminum
tripod to a carbon fiber tripod and had changed nothing else in their gear.  However, if you are using an
image stabilizing lens (IS) or a vibration reducing (VR) lens you may not notice a difference.  In addition,
there may be more vibration carried throughout the rig when using tripods with a spindly forth leg section or a
center column


